
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE TOLUBA
 The summer is upon us in Tallahassee! Wesley’s life is very full with Sunday worship, Wednesday 

night dinners, orientation outreach and tons of preparations for the next school year. Yet the pace of life is 

slower in Tallahassee.  There are less students, classes, and activities on campus. There is much 

summertime fun at the beach, pool, and around town to be enjoyed. Plus, there is more parking and less 

traffic everywhere. Over the summer, we are inviting our Wesley community to read a book together 

called CAMPUS gODS by Guy Chmieleski. The author has been serving in 

campus ministry at various universities for about twenty years and has 

observed many patterns in the lives of college students. The book is focused 

on finding our identity in our Creation rather than defining ourselves by the 

culture around us. This summer reader will fuel our messages on Sunday 

mornings and discussions on Wednesday nights. We invite you to join us in 

reading CAMPUS gODS.  Feel free to visit our website or the Wesley 

Foundation FSU & TCC app on your smartphone, and you will be able to

follow along with us. 

 This summer edition of our newsletter is quite special for us. We are 

telling the story of our long-term relationships with the village of Chontala 

in Guatemala and the Mustard Seed community in Nicaragua. Many Wesley 

students and staff over the years have loved and care for the people in these 

communities. Chontala and Mustard Seed have become second homes for 

our Wesley family. I hope you enjoy the stories in the pages to come.

 These last two years have been a very rare season in the life of our campus ministry. Saying goodbye 

is always a hard thing to do. Our beloved chapel and fellowship hall building were special places where so 

many people encountered God. We did our absolute best to remember all the things God has done in this 

place.  Yet, there has been considerable excitement about the finished construction of our new campus 

ministry center. We are so incredibly eager to see where God is leading us into the future.  Come and 

celebrate with us! You are invited to be a part of our New Building Celebration with Bishop Ken Carter 

this September. It will be a very special celebration in the life of the Wesley Foundation that has served this 

campus since 1926. We hope you will make plans to be in Tallahassee over September 9-10, 2017. 

 I am honored to serve as Wesley’s campus pastor. Thank you for all your love and support of 

Wesley.  If I can ever be of any service to you, call on me anytime. My cell phone is 785-844-3974 or email 

mike@fsuwesley.com.

In His Grip,

Mike Toluba

705 W. JEFFERSON ST. TALLAHASSEE, FL 32304
(850) 222-0251

WWW.FSUWESLEY.COM

W E S L E Y
foundation at fsu & tcc

SUMMER 2017

 If you would like to support Wesley's missions ministry of local, domestic, and international

 efforts, you can do so through our new Missions Fund. You can send checks payable to the 

Wesley Foundation with 'Mission Fund' in the memo. You can also give online under our 'Donate' 

tab. Thank you for your help spreading God's love in Tallahassee and around the world.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH

Tailgate before FSU’s home opener football game

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Breakfast starting at 9:00am

Sunday Worship with Bishop Ken Carter at 11:00am

September 9-10, 2017

A WORD FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
CHRISTINA PACELLE

 The new building is here! After many years of alumni, friends, family, 

students and staff faithfully praying, planning, meeting, and praying some more, the 

new Wesley Foundation building at FSU is finally complete.  The road has not always 

been smooth, but one thing has remained constant: God’s faithfulness. 

 I hope you will join us to celebrate all that God has done and will continue to do 

at the Wesley Foundation! For more information, call us at 850-222-0251 or email us 

at info@fsuwesley.com

NEW BUILDING CELEBRATION



Page 3

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: FIRST SERVICE  (JANUARY 22), EASTERFEST (APRIL 16), LEVERNE PAYNE COMMUNITY CENTER 

SPRING FLING EVENT AT WESLEY  (APRIL 28)

NEW YEAR,

NEW BUILDING



 Mustard Seed Communities is a non-profit organization that has several homes, primarily for 

children who have been abandoned and have unique needs, and allow them to build relationships with 

the other residents, have access to education, and typical everyday needs. The two orphanages that 

Wesley has the opportunity to build relationships with are Hogar Belen Diriamba and Hogar Belen 

Managua, both in Nicaragua. They provide care for both bed-ridden or limited mobility kids, as well 

as children who can manage day-to-day chores and basic farming tasks, which is a source of food and 

income for the homes. These orphanages help the kids to grow stronger, experience God in community, 

and learn useful skills through the education incorporated into their daily schedule. 

 Wesley has most recently returned from our seventh 

visit to Mustard Seed Nicaragua. Through these seven trips, 

the various members who have been a part of these trips 

have been first-hand witnesses to the transformation in the 

lives of the children because of the ministry and hard work 

happening in Nicaragua. As teams, we have also seen the 

ups and downs the orphanage has gone through over the 

years, especially the way that the facilities and residents 

have improved and grown over time. While our focus on 

our visits is the work project assigned to us, we spend most 

time investing and deepening our relationships with the 

beautiful residents. The impact of these trips is evident in 

the testimonies of people who have been to Mustard Seed 

Nicaragua over the years. 

 Senior year of high school, 2007, my youth group decided to go on an international mission trip 

to Nicaragua. The children, staff, and mission of the Mustard Seed community changed my heart and 

gave my faith a foundation I had never experienced before. The children's unconditional love and the 

staff's passion and service to these vulnerable children was and is inspiring. From the second I stepped 

into the Nicaraguan nursery I knew it wouldn't be the last. Fast forward to January 2010, I had been 

looking for opportunities to go back but could never find a group to join. Little did I know God had been 

planting seeds for me to become a mission group leader. On the 'Epic' winter retreat, we were broken up 

into small groups according to what we were passionate about.

MUSTARD SEED COMMUNITIES
Diriamba, Nicaragua
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  My group immediately connected on our love for 

children and we realized we could do something big, 

something courageous but we weren't sure what. 

I mentioned Mustard Seed and within literally minutes 

we had a mission group formed. Everyone wanted to be 

a part of this incredible journey even though they were 

only going by my word. God put a passion in our hearts 

and moved us to action. We exchanged contact info 

and I said I would get in touch with Mustard Seed to see 

who could lead our group. After the retreat I received 

an email from Mustard Seed saying. ‘We don’t have any 

current groups you could join, but have you ever 

considered leading a group yourself?’ (cont. next page)



Page 5

“Mustard Seed communities is a place

 set apart where the most vulnerable 

are taken care of and your heart 

is changed for the better.”

STORIES FROM MUSTARD SEED 
Diriamba, Nicaragua

 (continued from previous page) I gave a small testimony soon after about what had 

happened on the retreat and opened the trip up to anyone else that wanted to go. Quickly we had a 

core group that committed and we scheduled the mission trip for December 2010. I was nervous that 

others wouldn’t have the same experience I had before. But as soon as we stepped foot into the 

Mustard Seed community, I felt at home and so did each of the other missionaries. I looked around and 

everyone immediately had a child (or two) cradled in their arms or playing. The dedicated staff and 

loving children reaffirmed my faith and encouraged me to a life lived with a servants heart. 

The joy there was tangible. Everyone could feel it.

  After we got back to Wesley, many people asked when we were going back. Nicaragua and the 

Mustard Seed communities is a place set apart where the most vulnerable are taken care of and your 

heart is changed for the better. This year marks the seventh trip Wesley has gone on. I am so 

incredibly thankful that the original group trusted God and me enough to set out on this journey and 

I am proud of every group that has gone since. Watching these children be loved by so many has filled 

my heart and continues to show the world the meaning of God’s love.” -Kaley Ransbottom, Class of 2012

 “Mustard Seed Communities has helped me 

internationalize my passion for working with people 

with disabilities. As a recent FSU Alumnus and a brand 

new special education teacher, I still find myself 

reminiscing (at least daily) of the three Nicaragua trips 

I took with Wesley. Each trip expanded my mind, my 

heart, and my relationship with God. 

 Even today, this growth continues as I consid-

er future career opportunities that expand beyond the 

American classroom onto the global stage of helping 

people with disabilities and educating people without 

disabilities about this particular population, all the while

highlighting the limitless connection God has with His 

people. All of them. I feel that my experiences with 

Mustard Seed Communities via the FSU Wesley 

Foundation might be just the beginning of a lifelong plan 

God may have for me. In sum, I am honored to have had 

the experience of working with Mustard Seed. 

I am hoping this experience is not over just yet.”  

-Courtney Thompson, Class of 2016



STORIES FROM MUSTARD SEED
Diriamba, Nicaragua
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 “I was privileged to attend the FSU Wesley trip to the Mustard Seed Orphanages in Nicaragua two 

years in a row. The trips were equally formative for my spiritual direction alongside the weekly

 programming that Wesley offers students. Down to fundraising the trips’ expenses, I learned so much 

about the privilege that we experience as middle-class Americans. 

 As we yearly stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the 

children and staff of the orphanage it is so intuitive to 

understand that our role as FSU Wesley members in 

Nicaragua, and anywhere, is and will always be to 

acknowledge the deserved humanity of everyone in the 

world. In Howard Thurman’s autobiography, Thurman 

writes, “Ritual that excludes rather than includes is not

worth anything”. The children of Nicaragua allow me to see 

how far the love of Jesus expands in this world.

 In Nashville, the church that I am now apart of often says, 

“No One Belongs Here More Than You.” I think Diriamba 

and Managua were the first to teach me that. 

The FSU Wesley Nicaragua trips will always remind me 

that all of humanity is deserving of love.” 

  -Colby Long, Director of Maturity Ministries,  2015-2016

“The children of Nicaragua allow me to see how far the love of Jesus 

expands in this world.”

 “The Mustard Seed Community in Diriamba is 

infectiously joyful and inspires the people who visit it. 

From the colorful houses to the sweet laughter, this place 

is a truly unique one where it is evident that God is at 

work.  After just one visit, I have fallen in love with it and 

the incredible work that they do there each and every day. 

This community is beautiful on the inside and out.” 

-Hannah Christenberry, Class of 2017

For more information about the Nicaragua trip,

 upcoming dates, and other inquires, please email 

Ashley Seng at ashley@fsuwesley.com

 "My time in Nicaragua has challenged me to better understand what Jesus means when he says, 

"The last shall be first." Each time I go to Mustard Seed, I reimagine the world in God's gracious economy, 

a world that honors the "least of these" as the most important. And my experience serving and knowing 

the children in staff in Managua and Diriamba has influenced my ministry, my relationships, and my 

faith in God forever. I have seen Jesus in the eyes of His children in Nicaragua, and I have felt the 

redemptive work of his power and grace in their stories every time I remember my friends in Nicaragua. 

I can't imagine my faith without this place and these people, and will forever hold each of my Nicaragua 

trips deeply within my heart forever." -Will Newton, Chief of Staff, 2013-2016
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 Chontalá is a small rural village in the mountainous western region of Quiche, Guatemala. 

FSU Wesley partners with an organization called Volunteers in Mission, which operates through the 

United Methodist Church and sends groups on mission trips all over the world. VIM Guatemala 

assists with planning all the logistics of each trip, and helps us assess the needs of the village in order to 

best serve them. Our days are usually formed around some type of construction project during the day, 

a VBS-type program in the afternoons, and activities with the children and families in the evenings; 

however, community building is at the heart of our time in 

Chontalá. The trips focus on establishing and 

furthering relationships formed with the families there. 

This year marks the 10th year that FSU Wesley will send 

groups to Chontalá, and the long-standing relationship 

between FSU Wesley and the village is what truly makes 

this trip special. The people of Chontalá welcome each team 

as family, and go out of their way to show genuine 

hospitality and love to our groups throughout the week. 

 The trips also serve as a great way to get immersed 

in Central American history and culture. The people are of 

Mayan heritage, and Mayan culture and attitudes are still 

extremely present in the village. The ancient dialect of 

K’iche’ is the primary language used, but most people in the 

village speak Spanish as well. The village of Chontalá was scarred by the Guatemalan Civil War, and 

that impact can still be seen and felt in the village today. We believe it is important and necessary to 

shed light on some of the happenings of the civil war that occurred, in order to give students a more 

holistic understanding of the people and what they have overcome. These trips allow Wesley the 

opportunity to experience the rich history of Chontalá and become even a small part of their story, and 

they are kind enough to joyfully allow us to share in that with them.

THE VILLAGE OF CHONTALA
Chontala, Quiche, Guatemala  

  The village of Chontalá in Guatemala is not a 

perfect place, but I see so much hope there. What 

really had an impact on me during my first trip was 

learning about the history and culture of the village 

before we left. I met people who had experienced so 

much pain and heartache, heard their stories, and 

watched them praise God for what they have. 

 I’ve seen families love through their gifts and 

incredible hospitality and my faith is stronger because 

of their faith. I am grateful for the 4 trips I took to 

Guatemala, because I’m reminded that my community 

goes beyond borders and languages. I’m grateful for 

the relationships I have made there and that Wesley 

continues to go and nurture our community with 

Chontalá. 

-Sarah Mitchell,  Director of Communications,  2012-2015



STORIES FROM THE VILLAGE
Chontala, Quiche, Guatemala  

 A few years ago I returned with friends from college to Chontalá, a place with people who fill 

a large part of my heart. Though I cannot understand or speak a word of their Mayan dialect, K’iche, 

I have found a way to embody the love and respect we have for one another in moments of laughter, 

hugs, soccer games on the field, and the stillness between delightful encounters. Upon my arrival to 

the village, all of the faces I love so much had aged two years since my first visit, and the children 

were all a few inches taller. They laughed with us, taught us how to build a fire in the wood-burning 

stove, and urged us to visit their homes as the kids ran around and played tag. They showed us the
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 “It’s hard for me to put into words how much the 

past 4 trips to Chontalá have meant to me and actually 

do the village justice, because it’s an incredible place with 

incredible people and it deserves that. I’ve learned more 

about myself and selfless love there than any Donald

Miller or Bob Goff book could offer (even though I really 

like those authors, I promise). Connecting with the 

community is so much more than just a mission trip or 

opportunity to add something to your resume and post a 

good Instagram; in fact it would be insulting if that was 

all this was. It’s an opportunity to be outside of yourself 

for a week and a half to grow with others by laughing, 

working, dancing, breaking bread, etc. I’m in love with 

my friends in Chontalá and I’m grateful that it’s a place 

I can share with so many of my brothers and sisters here 

at Wesley.” 

 -Kayla McQueen, Director of Maturity Ministries

ins-and-outs of the market, beat us at every card game, and

 invited us to family day at the school. They asked us to sit by 

the fire, shared pictures and stories, and let us watch as they 

sewed fabric and items to sell. It was this way—a blended family 

of sorts, Mayan and American—that we spent our days in the 

village for two-and-a-half weeks, and every minute of it was 

special to me. 

 I’ll never forget leaving the village this time around. 

Though we left early in the morning, members of the village, my 

sisters and brothers, father and mother figures, gathered around 

the bus. Miguela, whose family has become my own, didn’t say a 

word. She climbed on the bus as we were about to leave, as if she 

wasn’t quite ready for the time together to end just yet. She sat
    next to me, and she held my hand. Both of our tears fell upon one another’s shoulder. As she exited 

from the bus, I mustered up my best Spanish to say I’d be back. She smiled, stood on the corner of the 

market streets, and waved. In a way, I didn’t leave that day, and probably never will, as this small 

village is permanently located inside my heart.  -Laura Kelly, Class of 2012
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“Thankfully, Chontala is not perfect. So often we hear people romanticize 

the places they serve on mission trips. I think Chontalá is such a special 

and powerful place because students are able to connect with a group of 

people whose brokenness mirrors their own. Despite the fact that our 

struggles are different, they bring us together as one body. I don’t think 

there is a place where I’ve been more confident in my ability to serve my 

purpose than when we go to Guatemala. The many years of building 

relationships has helped to create a second home for any member of the 

Wesley family, and although my time at Wesley has ended, I look forward 

to that relationship growing in the future as more students choose to go.”  

-Ivan Myers, Director of Impact Ministries, 2014-2016

“This past May, I got the incredible opportunity to travel to Chontalá. 

Chontalá is a small village filled with such resilient, compassionate, and 

dedicated people. They gave endlessly and showed the kind of selfless I 

can only hope to be. I cannot wait to return to Chontalá and grow in the

relationships I planted. -Megan Neiman, Class of 2020

“Having the opportunity to go to Guatemala has really opened my eyes 

and helped shape me as a person. To experience such genuine joy and 

community has allowed me to grow deeper in my relationship with God. 

I have gained friends and family in Chontalá who I look forward to 

maintaining lifelong relationships with. When I think of the image of 

God’s kingdom, I instantly think of Chontalá, Guatemala.” 

-Taylor Mack, Class of 2016

STORIES FROM THE VILLAGE
Chontala, Quiche, Guatemala  

For more information about the Guatemala trips, upcoming dates, and other inquires, 

please email Casey Grennan at casey@fsuwesley.com

 “I think Chontala is such a special 

and powerful place because 

students are able to connect with a 

group of people whose brokenness 

mirrors their own.”

"I’m grateful for Chontalá and the people who live there. I am grateful for

their love and friendship.  I am grateful for all that I have learned and 

experienced there.  I am grateful for who I have become because of that 

place." -Vance Rains, FSU Wesley Pastor,  2003-2014, 

Founder of the Chontalá trip 

Photo by Joe La Belle



Leadership Retreat, August 2016 Beach Retreat, September 2016

Beach Retreat, September 2016 Family Groups, October 2016

SLM at the Halloween Ball, October 2016 Football Season, Fall 2016

A YEAR IN REVIEW
A LOOK BACK AT 2016-2017



Winter Retreat, January 2017

Dance Marathon Team, February 2017 Seniors at Easterfest, April 2017

Senior Dinner, April 2017 Wesley Prom, April 2017

A YEAR IN REVIEW
A LOOK BACK AT 2016-2017



SAVE THE DATE

FOR OUR NEW 

BUILDING 

DEDICATION

SEPTEMBER 

9-10, 2017!

Need to update your information with us? 
Please contact our office at (850) 222-0251 or

email info@fsuwesley.com

FSU WESLEY
N E W S L E T T E R

W E S L E Y
foundation at fsu & tcc

705 West Jefferson Street

Tallahassee, FL 32304
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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