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Dear family and friends, 

Just like our little backyard garden, we are beginning to see fruit from seeds of thoughts and 
actions from this spring. There always has to be time for planning and preparing, and this 
spring has been part of that. 

First, we decided to cancel our trip to Sao Tome, Africa, which we were to do in March/April. 
The timing just didn’t seem right, especially for Julie who was wanting to find a part time 
teaching job for the fall. And sure enough, she got some leads which resulted in a 2-day a week 
position  at a local community college teaching remedial math for students trying to get their 
math scores up to college level. She’s really looking forward to having this interaction with stu-
dents again, while still giving her time to help (daughter) Dana babysit our grandson Ari twice a 
week. 
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This also gave Dave time to get some papers and research projects further along. Now he’s 
just waiting on data from other people to get these finished up. He also got his summer and 
early fall schedule planned, which includes that missed trip to Sao Tome. He’ll be going by him-
self in July and doing a major sociolinguistic study of the 3 languages on the island, focusing 
mostly on Angolar, which is the one with the most promise for further development (including 
possible Bible translation). 

In September he’ll go to survey meetings in Germany. Then in October he’ll go to a sociolinguis-
tics consultant training back in Chiang Mai, Thailand. When he returns he’ll be teaching an 
online class on language development to students in Dallas. 

All of the above are part of Dave’s role to help local minority communities and those who work 
with them to make informed decisions about their language’s future, including the most appro-
priate language for them to engage with the Gospel. Languages are our tools to see God. 
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In the meantime, we’re running a hostel. Haha! Our son-in-law’s brother, Felipe Vogel, and his 
wife Hannah, had to return from teaching in Africa sooner than they expected. Hannah could-
n’t get over a serious bacterial infection (and other things) and is allergic to most antibiotics 
so had to return. They’ve been living in our basement as they’ve gotten resettled back in the 
U.S., found jobs, and found an apartment. It’s been a joy to be able to help them out. 

We are also hosting one of my former Grace International School (Thailand) students. Ariya 
Yeo just finished her freshman year at Asbury University. During her senior year at Grace, she 
tore her ACL (ligament in the knee) during volleyball, and had to have surgery. She’s been doing 
rehab for months. Then in March, she was playing a “fun” game of volleyball again, and unfortu-
nately, tore her ACL again! So, she’s staying with us this summer, she just had her surgery last 
week, and she will soon begin her physical therapy. Not exactly a fun summer vacation for her. 
We’re thankful that we can help her out with a place to stay. 

Update on Julie’s foot; Turns out she broke the metatarsal (bone on top). After being in a 
“boot” for 2 months, she’s still limping around and not 100% yet. But she’s getting there! 

We are really enjoying the warm weather and the wonderful sunshine of summer. We love 
planting our plants and our seeds and watching things grow in our little garden. And we are go-
ing to love eating (reaping) what we have planted (sown). 

Spiritually speaking, we don’t always get to reap. We (hopefully) plant, and plant, and plant—or 
sometimes we’re still tilling the soil, or mixing in the fertilizer to get it ready. We’re so thank-
ful to have seen some fruit among the Mamainde when others had so faithfully sown. We are 
thankful that others reaped where we had planted there. And we’re thankful that we have 
been able to plant seeds of faith elsewhere along our journey. We all have a step in the process 
at different times in our lives. So go out and play in your garden and find out what step you are 
supposed to be taking today. 

Farming for Him, 

Dave and Julie Eberhard 
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