
  

                                                                                

                                       

 

Shining The Light Ministries newsletter quarter 1 2020 

Vision/Mission Trip—January 2020 

My last trip to Nicaragua was November 2017.  As a Board Member of Shining The Light Ministries, I am kept aware of 

the work being done daily to improve the lives of our impoverished families in this land of volcanoes and lakes.  

However, reading and listening to the testimonies through weekly reports does not resonate in the heart and mind like 

seeing the results on the ground.  Therefore, I was eager to return once again and walk among the Nica people within 

the communities where our ministry has been working the past seven years.  

My most recent trip, January 2-9, 2020 was truly a testament of the great success that can be achieved in the missionary 

field when the desire and commitment is made to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Many of the communities 

were new to me since I was there three years ago.  Our “mission model” has expanded to 13 villages reaching over 

10,000 lives, old and young.  To walk the dirt paths among the modest dwellings in the villages we have been working in 

and to see the flourishing gardens, fruit trees, eggs being produced and see the smiles on people’s faces was humbling 

and rewarding beyond expression.  People the world over want the ability and dignity of providing for themselves and 

their families. They are not seeking a handout but rather a hand–up to self-sufficiency.  I am reminded of an answer I got 

from a gardener who impressed me with his productive, well managed vegetable crop when I asked “why haven’t you 

gardened before”?  He answered, “no one told us, we could”! I know that sounds so simple to us but to people in other 

cultures where their ambitions are suppressed and freedom is limited; it is easy to understand their limitations. We 

cannot imagine being a parent and having no work, no money, no food, no government assistance and your hungry kids 

begging for food! Thankfully, most of us will never walk that walk in their shoes. 

When I speak of the “mission model” above, I refer to it as a building of relationships and seizing partnering 

opportunities as they arise. This ministry was born out of a desire to create projects with a vehicle for sustainability and 

long-term longevity. How, you ask, can these projects grow and expand without “boots on the ground” to create long 

term sustainability? The answer; through building relationships with local people, training and improving upon their 

“God given” skill sets, providing leadership training and gifting them with the basic tools and supplies to plant the seeds 

of positive change. Neighbors teaching neighbors! Nicaraguans teaching Nicaraguans!  After three years in development, 

we helped birth Asociacion Briando la Luz de Christo Leon Nicaragua in 2017; a local NGO organization of Christian, 

mission minded people who have created great success working under the leadership of STLM to improve the daily lives 

of their fellow citizens. ABLLDCN has seven staff members of different skill sets providing daily support helping to lift 

families and their communities out of desperate poverty to a better place with an improved standard of living.  

As I stood in awe of the positive changes, I saw in several of these villages, my mind traveled back to the network news 

scenes of desperation with the “migrant march to America”.  Few will ever know the depth of despair and devastation 

that so overwhelms a person’s humanity that the only recourse is to leave your homeland, the only home you have ever 

known.  I can only sympathize and hope that through our actions, we can make a difference in a life that thinks escape is 

the only option.  



 

Only because we have mission- minded, generous donors, churches and organizations are we able to provide the help 

and assistance to our friends and neighbors in Nicaragua. Please consider supporting Shining The Light Ministries with 

prayer and financial support. All Shining The Light donations go directly to helping the impoverished people in 

Nicaragua. 

Blessings, 

Steve Rieger (Board member) 
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                                                                                 & Gregoria at El Marananol 

Let Your Light Shine! 

 

Jeffrey Schweizer Shining The Light Ministries 

 

Please send donations payable to:   

SHINING THE LIGHT MINISTRIES    

PO BOX 32   

Fairbury, Illinois 61739  

  

http://www.shiningthelightministries.org 

 

shiningthelightministries@gmail.com 
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