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The Birth of a Ministry: Part II 

By: Pastor Greg Lentz 

Empowerment Satisfies Hunger: Equipping Nicaraguan Pastors to Feed the Body and the Spirit 

 My final year of seminary was to begin with an internship at 1st Baptist Church of Fairfield, Iowa. Just as the internship 

was to begin, the pandemic broke out and churches were closed. During this internship I was able to work with Pastor 

John Kermott as the church navigated the pandemic. As restrictions lifted and services were opened back up, I was 

privileged to be able to sit through a couple of different meetings and listen to the concerns of the church family and 

how the church would adjust its efforts to have safe worship services through the use of Facebook Live and putting safe 

practices in place for those that chose to attend worship service in the church. For many there was this sense that it 

would be temporary, and it was just a matter of working through the challenges until things could go back to normal. 

Here we are a year later and many of the practices put into place a year ago continue to be practiced on Sundays during 

worship. My internship with First Baptist of Fairfield, Iowa was during the 1st three months of the pandemic. The 

knowledge and experience would later become foundational in the development of the new ministry work in Nicaragua. 

I was not aware of this at the time, but as always God is laying the groundwork even when we are not even aware of the 

plan or work, he has in store for us in the future.  

Even with the pandemic continuing month after month there was still the desire to travel to Nicaragua for my final 

Capstone Project for seminary. There was the hope that God would ensure that this trip would happen, because how 

else could I complete the work that he was calling me to do in Nicaragua. The only way I could train pastors in Nicaragua, 

was by being in Nicaragua. While I was in my internship, I was also taking another class at seminary called Practice of 

Ministry Leadership. It was in this class I worked on things like writing grants, fundraising, and learning how to do a 

business model. During this class I focused on a plan that could be utilized and implemented in further development and 

training in Nicaragua. All this was leading, guiding, and preparing me for my final Capstone Project for seminary. Yes, the 

pandemic was still all around us, but remember God was going to fix everything so I could travel to Nicaragua to fulfill 

the ministry that he had laid out for me. This was God’s work not mine; God was preparing for this for the last couple 

years. 

The truth is the mission did not change. God moving things forward. I was stuck in the mind set of trainings in large 

numbers and more locations. It was this understanding and thought process that was interfering with my ability to hear 

what God was trying to tell me. God speaks to us in a variety of ways and no matter how he speaks to us if we are not 

listening, praying, attentive, and open our ability to hear is limited. It was clear that my ability to travel was not going to 

happen, so the question became: How can God’s mission move forward with the Nicaraguan pastors without my 

physical presence? Empowerment! 

I would work with Roger, Pastor Martine, Pastor Angel, and Jeff. We would meet via zoom and have a discussion 

surrounding the different needs and effects Covid-19 was having on the communities and churches that Asociacion 

Brillando la Luz De Cristo was currently serving. It was in this conversation that they pointed out the need to address 

three different elements; economic difficulties, covid-19 education, and spiritual coldness within the communities 

because of the closing and dwindled attendance of worship services. These challenges were very similar to the 

challenges that many churches in the United States faced and needed to work through themselves. During my internship 

with 1st Baptist Church of Fairfield, Pastor John Kermott, recommended the book “The Master Plan of Evangelism”. I 

found the book very useful in helping me rethink ministry and the effectiveness of empowerment / leadership. 

It was from this experience that the ministry within a ministry would be born to address the needs that were presented 

by our Nicaraguan Leaders in Nicaragua. 

Empowerment Satisfies Hunger: Equipping Nicaraguan Pastors to Feed the Body and the Spirit 

It is in this ministry we focus in three different elements.  

Part I was where a training / presentation was created to address the covid-19 education, economic concerns, and the 



spiritual needs. This presentation was shared with Roger, Pastor Martine, and Pastor Angel, so that they would have a 

tool to use as they were the ones that were going to present this presentation to the other pastors within the 

communities.  

Part II was to begin raising funds to help support then economic concern of food. It was decided that we would put 

together food bags that could be delivered to the people within these communities. Each food bag consisted of enough 

food to feed a family of four for one week. The bags consist of rice, beans, oil, and sugar. The bags were distributed by 

the pastors of each community and ABLLDC. Pastor Martine and Angel would share / train the pastor in the community 

and then take the food bags into the community as outreach sharing the Gospel with the community.  

Part III was being able to establish safe worship service for the people. Part of the training was teaching about covid-19 

and good practices. This included church set up including social distancing, face masks, and hand sanitizer made 

available for people coming to worship services. The outreach was also a time where pastors would be able to evaluate 

the overall health of the community and the impact covid-19 was having on the community to help determine if church 

worship services should gather that week.  

This ministry began shortly after Thanksgiving. Since the launch there has been great success and God plan continues to 

progress and move forward. With the hard work and commitment to serve God Pastor Martin, Pastor Angel, and Roger 

have been able to train the pastors within 12 communities. These pastors have utilized the food bags in outreach to 

serve over 500 people with needed food and provide the needed spiritual lift from God’s Word.  

As covid-19 continues to impact these communities this ministry continues to serve these communities by providing 

these pastors with these different needs to assist them in providing needed support for the communities under the 

Shining the Light umbrella. I am currently planning to move down later this year as I feel called to go. 

 

                                                

$6 is the cost of 1 food bag. We have been selling Nicaraguan coffee and receiving general donations for the food, masks, and 

sanitizer. We appreciate your continued support. Call Jeff or email us for more details.   

 Blessings! 

Let Your Light Shine! 

Jeffrey Schweizer, Steve Rieger, Josh Kafer, Gregory Lentz, Roger Gonzalez, Melissa Lewis, and Becky Seay 

Shining The Light Ministries 

Please send donations payable to:   

SHINING THE LIGHT MINISTRIES    

PO BOX 32   

Fairbury, Illinois 61739  

 815-848-6162 

http://www.shiningthelightministries.org 

shiningthelightministries@gmail.com 
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