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Yea! Brazil!!! 
 Although Dave has been doing his teaching of missionaries and training of community leaders online 
for the past year and a half, in the last days of August he was finally able to make his first international trip 
since COVID started. 
This trip had several purposes. Dave was able to: 
 1) Teach the Sociolinguistics class at the CLM 
school in Brasilia, Brazil. This is a year long training insti-
tute for Brazilian missionaries that Dave has taught at be-
fore, so it was good to be back and see old friends and be 
of help in preparing young Brazilian Bible translators for 
the BT needs around the world. There were 13 students - 
with one being a Surui indigenous student and another a 
Balanta speaker from Guinea Bissau. Several of them at 
the end of the course told Dave they want to specialize in 
sociolinguistics in the future, so he took that as a positive 
sign that the course made an impact. Another encourage-
ment was that this is the first time that the majority of the 
students are looking at doing some sort of language related work outside of Brazil - a very positive sign since 
Africa, Asia, and the Pacific is where most of the translation work is. 
 2) Be involved in face-to-face negotiations with the administrators of a Christian university in Brazil 
that is interested in accrediting the courses of the CLM institute. The purpose of this is to keep improving the 
course, and to give students an accredited degree when they graduate so they have something to show for their 
hard work and a degree that can open doors in many places. 
 3) Visit our dear Mamaindê friends and encourage the community and the Mamaindê church. (More 
on this in our next letter.) 
 

 To make things more interesting, Dave was also asked to give an online keynote talk at a linguistics 
conference in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, while he was in Brazil. This was a conference at a Malaysian univer-
sity that has a strong partnership with SIL. The fun part was that the talk was “live,” and so he had to stay 
awake until 1 in the morning to give it. Nothing that a couple cups of strong Brazilian coffee can’t cure! His 
talk, on “Delayed Vernacular Production,” was well received and could lead to some new perspectives on 
how some minority communities learn their minority languages,  at times in very unique ways. 
 

 Finally, when Dave returns, he will be hitting the ground running to develop a new Ethnologue project 
to begin mapping out where we have the least language data in our Ethnologue language data base, and then 
setting up face-to-face meetings with linguists/experts in each of those countries in order to collect that data. 
This will involve more travel for Dave, but probably travel that targets some rather out of the way places in 
order to collect up-do-date information about the languages used in each. This data will then be published in 
the Ethnologue and made available to mission agencies, to NGOs, to linguists, to governments, and finally to 
language communities themselves. This will become a large part of his new role in the Ethnologue. 



Grateful, 

Dave and Julie 
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On the home front, I’m is back to teaching part-time at the local community college (developmental math). One of my 
students’ names sounded very familiar and I thought maybe it was a repeat student from a couple years ago. The student 
definitely turned out to be familiar, but it was a student I’d had a dozen years ago at the alternative high school where I 
worked during furlough! 

One of our most exciting moments this summer was gaining another grandson! His name is 
Judah Rhen Vogel, born July 21, and we are enjoying having another little one around. Broth-
er Ari is getting used to him, and I can imagine such fun these two will get into in the years 
ahead. 

I also was able to help my mom celebrate her 90th birthday in a 
big way. When asked what she wanted to do for her special 
birthday, she said, “Go to Idaho.” Okay, sure. Why? It’s the only 
state in the U.S. that she hadn’t been to. So my sister, who actu-
ally shares a birthday with my mom, came in from Iceland 
where she lives, and we 3 girls headed to Idaho for a week. I 
think we could’ve easily stayed a month! It was beautiful and we 
really enjoyed ourselves. 

 

 

When Dave returns, as he mentioned, he has a full plate. However, it’s getting more and more obvious that we need to 
get busy with fund raising.  (If you recall, Wycliffe missionaries don’t receive a salary. We receive whatever people do-
nate for us.) It’s funny, when I listen to NPR on the radio while I’m driving around in my car, and they have their fall 
and spring fund raising campaigns, I get it. They need money to keep working. But when I think about us, it’s hard to 
have a “fund raising campaign.” It’s hard to “broadcast” our need. But that’s where we are. In fact, Dave still has a long 
way to go before he “can” retire and he would like to wait until he’s 70 (10-1/2 more years!). So we need to keep work-
ing on raising our support, to bring on new people to join our mission, and to continually renew our partnership base. 

We are so grateful for all of you who have given or prayed or simply been our friend. Do you know that our very first 
supporter (from back in 1988) is still supporting us? We have several people who started the process with us. Many have 
joined along. Many have had to stop for various reasons, or have died. Wow. What a team. It takes a village. 

I think we’ve delayed this partly because of Covid. But if you or your church want to know more about Wycliffe in gen-
eral, or our ministry in particular, we are available to come and speak/teach. If you want to direct people to our Wycliffe 
ministry page so that they can give, the link is below. Although one-time gifts are a blessing, we are looking for people 
or groups who can join our team as monthly givers. Thanks for whatever you can do to help. 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

summoned you by name; you are mine. 

     Is43:1b 
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